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organisation. The officers and committees of the
XII International Congress of Dermatology are to
be congratulated on their valiant efforts in dealing
so effectively with the large number of members who
almost overflowed the available accommodation.
Another problem at such meetings is the very varied
standards of the papers presented. Careful selection
should ensure that a minimum standard is achieved
and that papers containing new material are not
excluded because of lack of space on the programme.
On the other hand, papers containing no new material
which are given for prestige reasons only, should

be reduced to a minimum or eliminated altogether.
The World Forum on Syphilis and the Inter-

national Congress of Dermatology brought together
experts and specialists from all over the world. Per-
sonal exchanges of ideas and information and the
formation of new friendships are amongst the most
important results of such gatherings. The meetings
in Washington have contributed significantly to the
understanding of many different medical problems,
and have served to bring doctors of all nationalities
closer together and to raise the standards of medicine
throughout the world.
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